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 REASONS TO ATTEND Hear both sides of the debate on causation and the   
 chrysotile defense from nationally recognized physicians Point/counterpoint on dose and allegedly dangerous   
 products from industrial hygiene experts Learn about the anticipated tidal wave of foreign   
 litigants and the accompanying choice-of-law issues  Stay current on litigation, legislation, medical defenses,  
 plaintiff bar strategies and Medicare requirements Refresh your knowledge on the basics of asbestos   
 litigation defense
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DRI’s Asbestos Medicine Seminar informs in-
house counsel, litigators and claims managers 
alike on the latest developments in the medical, 
scientific and legal community for immediate use in 
defending asbestos cases. Presentations by physicians, 
scientists, industrial hygienists, psychologists and trial 
attorneys provide invaluable information to those in 
the trenches and in the corporate world. You will learn 
how to evaluate strategies, counter plaintiff’s counsel’s 
arguments and experts, and develop the best defense 
for your company or client. This annual conference is the  
place to acquire the newest tools in asbestos litigation 
defense. We look forward to having you join us in  
San Diego this November! 
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What You Will Learn

n When to use a fiber burden study

n Which products are deemed dangerous by  
 some experts

n How to defend your client using historical   
 evidence of the Navy’s knowledge of the   
 dangers of asbestos 

n Methods for proving exposures to 
 bankrupt companies’ products to have   
 their shares counted

n What can be done about the tidal wave of   
 foreign litigants

n Effective cross-examination of experts on  
 “every fiber counts” and fiber drift theories
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10:15 a.m. The Elephant in the Room: Bankrupt Trusts
Procedural traps: learn how to work around 
them and get the bankrupt shares before 
the jury.

R. Thomas Radcliffe, Jr., DeHay & Elliston 
LLP, Baltimore, Maryland

11:10 a.m. Refreshment Break
Sponsored by  HG Litigation Services 

11:30 a.m. Disproving Plaintiff’s Exposure: Sequencing  
 on Land and Sea

Ms. Loftis will use construction staging to 
disprove plaintiff’s claims of exposure from 
working in close proximity to drywallers or 
other trades.

Jeanne F. Loftis, Bullivant Houser Bailey PC, 
Portland, Oregon

12:25 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

1:45 p.m. Post-1966 Exposure, Continuing Duty to  
 Warn, State of the Art

Gain insight into defending the company 
that plaintiffs will say should have known 
about the dangers but didn’t.

David A. Speziali, Speziali Greenwald & 
Hawkins PC, Williamstown, New Jersey

2:35 p.m. Defending Claims of Foreign Litigants 
From Mexico and Canada to Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, this presentation will cover the 
anticipated tidal wave and choice of law 
issues.

Matthew K. Ashby, McKenna Long & Aldridge 
LLP, Los Angeles, California

3:30 p.m. Asbestos MythBusters: Debunking the  
 False and Exaggerated Claims in Plaintiff’s  
 Opening Statements

Turn plaintiff’s counsel’s trash into treasure: 
use openings to put plaintiffs on the 
defensive and claim the moral high ground.

Lawrence G. Cetrulo, Cetrulo & Capone LLP, 
Boston, Massachusetts

4:15 p.m. Refreshment Break
Sponsored by  HG Litigation Services

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E

Wednesday, November 10, 2010

6:00 p.m. Registration

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception
 Sponsored by  Hawkins Parnell Thackston &  
  Young LLP
  Navigant Consulting

Thursday, November 11, 2010

 Boarding Pass Kiosk
 Sponsored by  Aiken Welch Court Reporters

7:30 a.m.  Registration

7:30 a.m.  Continental Breakfast
 Sponsored by  Archer Norris PLC

7:00 a.m.  First-Time Attendees Breakfast

8:15 a.m. Welcome and Introduction
 Paul M. Lavelle, Beirne Maynard & Parsons LLP, 
 New Orleans, Louisiana

 Evelyn Fletcher Davis, Hawkins Parnell  
 Thackston & Young LLP, Atlanta, Georgia

 David A. Speziali, Speziali Greenwald &  
 Hawkins PC, Williamstown, New Jersey

8:25 a.m. Your Way, My Way and the Navy Way
Learn to use the National Archives as a 
resource for effective cross-examination of 
Navy experts.

 Bobbie R. Bailey, Howard Rome Martin &  
 Ridley LLP, Redwood City, California

9:20 a.m. Research Techniques for Making the Most of  
 Your Case

Techniques such as the use of investigators, 
the Internet, FOIA requests, historical 
records and other creative approaches will 
be explored.

 Elizabeth Runyan Geise, Goodwin Procter LLP,  
 Washington, D.C.
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B R E A K O U T  S E S S I O N S

(All breakout sessions are limited to defense lawyers 
and their clients only. Plaintiffs’ lawyers are invited to 
meet elsewhere on their own.) 

4:30 p.m. Breakout A: Asbestos Medicine 101—
 Fiber Types, Causation, Expert Selection  
 and Preparation (50 minutes)

 Moderator
 Timothy L. Krippner, Segal McCambridge 
 Singer & Mahoney Ltd., Chicago, Illinois

 Panelists
 Gail C. Jenkins, Jackson Jenkins   
 Renstrom LLP, Beaumont, Texas
 Mark D. Sayre, Valorem Law Group LLC,  
 Chicago, Illinois

4:30 p.m. Breakout B: Defense Verdicts and   
 Helpful Appellate Opinions in 2009–2010 
 (50 minutes)

 Moderator 
 H. Lane Young II, Hawkins Parnell   
 Thackston & Young LLP, Atlanta, Georgia

 Panelists
 Thomas J. Burns, O’Connell Tivin Miller &  
 Burns LLC, Chicago, Illinois
 John B. Manning, Cooley Manion Jones  
 LLP, Boston, Massachusetts

4:30 p.m. Breakout C: MDL—Return of the Non- 
 Malignant Cases (50 minutes)

 Moderator
 John C. Canoni, Kasowitz Benson Torres  
 & Friedman LLP, New York, New York

 Panelists
 Barbara J. (Bashi) Buba, Wilbraham  
 Lawler & Buba PC, Philadelphia,   
 Pennsylvania
 David M. Setter, Forman Perry Watkins  
 Krutz & Tardy LLP, Denver, Colorado

4:30 p.m. Breakout D: Medicare—How Plaintiffs,  
 Clients and the Government Address Recent  
 Developments Regarding Repayment and  
 Reporting (50 minutes)

 Moderator 
 Catherine E. Goldhaber, Segal McCambridge  
 Singer & Mahoney Ltd., Chicago, Illinois

 Panelists
 Kevin E. Clark, Lightfoot Franklin & White  
 LLC, Birmingham, Alabama
 Jennifer A. Whelan, McGivney & Kluger PC,  
 Boston, Massachusetts

5:20 p.m. Breakout E: Asbestos Medicine 102—
 Depositions of Critically Ill Plaintiffs and  
 How to Address Lack of Memory Issues
 (50 minutes)

 Moderator
 Gail C. Jenkins, Jackson Jenkins Renstrom  
 LLP,  Beaumont, Texas

 Panelists
 Catherine E. Goldhaber, Segal McCambridge  
 Singer & Mahoney Ltd., Chicago, Illinois
 Charles A. Weaver III, Ph.D., Baylor  
 University, Waco, Texas

5:20 p.m. Breakout F: From Office Halls to Courtroom  
 Walls—The Ethical Considerations and  
 Benefits of an Integrated Approach to Team  
 Staffing from Case Management through  
 Trial (50 minutes)

 Kevin E. Clark, Lightfoot Franklin & White  
 LLC, Birmingham, Alabama

5:20 p.m. Breakout G: “Ban Asbestos” Legislation,  
 Naturally Occurring Asbestos and Libby:  
 What Do They Mean for the Litigation  
 Scenario?  (50 minutes)

 Lori Elliott Jarvis, Hunton & Williams LLP,  
 Richmond, Virginia
 David Craig Landin, Hunton & Williams LLP,  
 Richmond, Virginia

5:20 p.m. Breakout H: Know Thy Juror: Trial   
 Questionnaires, Voir Dire and Pretrial  
 Strategy to Reduce Risk (50 minutes)

 Jill M. Leibold, Ph.D., Litigation Insights, 
 Los Angeles, California
 Raymond H. Modesitt, Wilkinson Goeller  
 Modesitt Wilkinson & Drummy LLP, 
 Terre Haute, Indiana
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6:10 p.m. Adjourn

6:15 p.m. Networking Reception
 Sponsored by McCaffery & Associates Inc.

Friday, November 12, 2010

 Boarding Pass Kiosk
 Sponsored by  Aiken Welch Court Reporters

7:30 a.m.  Registration

7:30 a.m.  Continental Breakfast

8:15 a.m. Announcements
 Evelyn Fletcher Davis, Hawkins Parnell  
 Thackston & Young LLP, Atlanta, Georgia

8:20 a.m. Ethics in the Asbestos World
From workup to settlement negotiations, 
this session will cover the representation 
of “external insulation” defendants and 
chrysotile defendants under the same roof. 

Kurt L. Rasmussen, Rasmussen Willis Dickey 
& Moore LLC, Kansas City, Missouri

9:20 a.m. Every Little Bit Hurts: The Linear No- 
 Threshold Model and Other Delights

Dr. Hughson will discuss the linear 
no-threshold model versus real world dose-
response and the impact of fiber type.

William G. Hughson, M.D., Ph.D., University 
of California, San Diego, San Diego, California

10:05 a.m.  Refreshment Break
Sponsored by  Stratos Legal

10:25 a.m.  Plaintiff and Defense Experts Debate on  
 Pathological Assessments

The panel will engage in a counterpoint 
discussion on dose and chrysotile causation. 

Moderator

Albert H. Parnell, Hawkins Parnell Thackston 
& Young LLP, Atlanta, Georgia

Andrew M. Churg, M.D., Ph.D., University 
of British Columbia, Vancouver, British 
Columbia

Samuel P. Hammar, M.D., Diagnostic 
Specialties Laboratory, Bremerton, 
Washington

11:20 a.m. Fiber Burden Studies
Learn when to use fiber burden analysis and 
how to interpret the results.

Bruce T. Bishop, Willcox & Savage PC, 
Norfolk, Virginia

12:25 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

1:45 p.m. Challenges to Single Fiber and Fiber Drift  
 Theories

An experienced litigator will offer valuable 
insight on the cross-examination of medical 
experts espousing these theories. 

Gabriel A. Jackson, Jackson Jenkins 
Renstrom LLP, San Francisco, California

2:40 p.m. The ABCs of Time Weighted Averages
The use of industrial hygiene technology at 
trial to reduce a defendant’s exposure to 
background level will be discussed. 

Albert H. Parnell, Hawkins Parnell Thackston 
& Young LLP, Atlanta, Georgia

3:25 p.m. Refreshment Break
 Sponsored by  WaldenReynard PLLC

3:45 p.m. Plaintiff and Defense Experts Debate on  
 Whether Dose Matters

Which products do the experts deem 
dangerous? Assessment includes brakes, 
gaskets, packing, plastics, joint compound 
and electrical components.

William E. Longo, Ph.D., Materials Analytical 
Services LLC, Suwanee, Georgia 

James O. Rasmuson, Ph.D., CIH, Chemistry 
& Industrial Hygiene Inc., Wheat Ridge, 
Colorado

4:50 p.m. Adjourn
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S E M I N A R  S P O N S O R S

DRI wishes to thank our sponsors for their support at 
this year’s seminar!

2 0 1 0  S E M I N A R  S C H E D U L E

October 20–24 DRI Annual Meeting
 San Diego Marriott, San Diego, CA

November 4–5 Fire and Casualty
 Millennium Knickerbocker Hotel   
 Chicago, Chicago, IL

November 11–12 Asbestos Medicine
 Hilton San Diego Bayfront, San Diego, CA

November 18–19 Corporate Conduct: Emerging Sources of 
 Criminal and Civil Liability Across Europe  
 for Corporations and Their Directors and  
 Officers
 Le Meridien, London, ENG

November 18–19 Insurance Coverage and Practice
 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 
 New York, NY

November 18–19 Best Practices for Law Firm Profitability
 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 
 New York, NY

2 0 1 1  S E M I N A R  S C H E D U L E

January 26–28 Civil Rights and Governmental Tort   
 Liability
 The Ritz-Carlton New Orleans, 
 New Orleans, LA

February 3–4  Sharing Success: A Seminar for Women   
 Lawyers
 Fontainebleau Miami Beach,
 Miami Beach, FL

February 10–11 Toxic Torts and Environmental Law
 New Orleans Marriott, New Orleans, LA 

March 10–11 Appellate Advocacy
 JW Marriott Orlando, Grande Lakes,   
 Orlando, FL

March 10–11 Medical Liability and Health Care Law
 Palace Hotel,  San Francisco, CA

March 23–25 Damages
 Caesars Palace, Las Vegas, NV

March 30– Insurance Coverage and Claims  
April 1 Institute
 Fairmont Chicago Millenium Park, 
 Chicago, IL

April 6–8 Product Liability Conference
 Hilton New Orleans Riverside, 
 New Orleans, LA

April 14–15 Commercial Litigation
 InterContinental Chicago, Chicago, IL

April 27–29 Life, Health, Disability and ERISA Claims
 Boston Marriott Copley Place,  Boston, MA

May 5–6 Drug and Medical Device Litigation
 Sheraton Chicago Hotel and Towers,   
 Chicago, IL

WALDENREYNARD, PLLC
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G E N E R A L  I N F O R M AT I O N

CLE Accreditation

This seminar has been approved for MCLE credit by the 
State Bar of California in the amount of 16 hours, including 
1.75 hours of ethics credit. Accreditation has been 
requested from every state with mandatory continuing 
legal education (CLE) requirements. Certificates of 
attendance will be provided to each attendee. Attendees 
are responsible for obtaining CLE credits from their 
respective states. Credit availability and requirements 
vary from state to state; please check our website at 
www.dri.org for credit information for your state.

Registration

The registration fee is $745 for members and those who 
join DRI when registering and $875 for non-members. 
The registration fee includes CD-ROM course materials, 
continental breakfasts, refreshment breaks and 
networking receptions. If you wish to have your name 
appear on the registration list distributed at the 
conference and receive the CD-ROM course materials in 
advance, DRI must receive your registration by  
October 22, 2010 (please allow 10 days for processing). 
Registrations received after October 22, 2010, will be 
processed on-site.

Special Discounts

The first and second registrations from the same firm 
or company are subject to the fees outlined above. The 
registration fee for additional registrants from the same 
firm or company is $695, regardless of membership 
status. All registrations must be received at the same 
time to receive the discount.

Refund Policy

The registration fee is fully refundable for cancellations 
received on or before October 22, 2010. Cancellations 
received after October 22 and on or before October 29, 
2010, will receive a refund, less a $50 processing fee. 
Cancellations made after October 29 will not receive 
a refund, but the course materials on CD-ROM and a 
$100 certificate good for any DRI seminar within the 
next 12 months will be issued. All cancellations and 
requests for refunds must be made in writing. Fax to 
DRI’s Accounting Department at 312.795.0747. All refunds 
will be mailed within four weeks after the date of the 
conference. Substitutions may be made at any time 
without charge and must be submitted in writing.

Course Materials

In order to better serve and satisfy the numerous requests 
from our membership, DRI will mail the course materials 
to all registrants in CD-ROM format 12 days in advance of 
the seminar. You can order additional copies by checking 
the appropriate box on the registration form on the back 
of this brochure or ordering online at www.dri.org.

Supplemental Materials

The recommended supplemental material for this 
seminar is DRI Defense Practitioner’s Guide to MSP 
Issues.  Order your copy by checking the appropriate box 
on the registration form on the back of this brochure. 
You can also view the entire list of DRI publications and 
make purchases online at www.dri.org.

Hotel Accommodations

A limited number of discounted hotel rooms have 
been made available at the Hilton San Diego Bayfront, 
One Park Boulevard, San Diego, California 92101. For 
reservations, contact the hotel directly at 619.564.3333. 
Please mention DRI’s Asbestos Medicine Seminar to take 
advantage of the group rate of $229 Single/Double. The 
hotel block is limited and rooms and rates are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. You must make 
reservations by October 13, 2010, to be eligible for the 
group rate. Requests for reservations made after  
October 13 are subject to room and rate availability.

Travel Discounts

DRI offers discounted meeting fares on various major air 
carriers for DRI’s Asbestos Medicine Seminar attendees. 
To receive these discounts, please contact Hobson 
Travel Ltd., DRI’s official travel provider at 800.538.7464. 
As always, to obtain the lowest available fares, early 
booking is recommended.

The taping or recording of DRI seminars is prohibited without the 
written permission of DRI.

Speakers and times may be subject to last-minute changes.

DRI policy provides there will be no group functions sponsored by 
others in connection with its seminars.



Asbestos Medicine Seminar8

FA C U LT Y 

Matthew K. Ashby is a partner in McKenna Long & Aldridge 
LLP’s Los Angeles office, where he specializes in product 
liability and toxic tort litigation. Mr. Ashby has actively 
participated in all stages of trial. He has expertise in the 
scientific and medical aspects of toxic tort matters.  
Mr. Ashby is responsible for several pretrial victories 
through dispositive motion practice and has led defense 
efforts in successfully challenging improper forums chosen 
by out-of-state plaintiffs.

Bobbie R. Bailey is a trial attorney with Howard Rome 
Martin & Ridley LLP in Redwood City, California. He has 
represented dozens of defendants in asbestos trials—most 
recently in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Philadelphia. 
Since many of his clients provided equipment to the Navy,  
Mr. Bailey has focused on the Navy’s unique role in asbestos 
litigation, and how to tell that story effectively through the 
testimony of expert witnesses and retired sailors.

Bruce T. Bishop is a member of Willcox & Savage PC in 
Norfolk, Virginia. Since 1977, Mr. Bishop has focused on the 
defense of toxic tort, product liability and environmental 
claims, and has extensive trial experience in courts 
throughout the U.S. in the defense of such claims.  
Mr. Bishop is nationally recognized for his expertise in 
medical and state-of-the-art issues in asbestos personal 
injury litigation. He is a frequent lecturer on such topics.

Barbara J. (Bashi) Buba is a principal at Wilbraham Lawler 
& Buba PC, which has offices in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh; 
New York City; Haddonfield, New Jersey; and Wilmington, 
Delaware. Her practice areas include toxic tort liability, 
product liability, litigation management and insurance 
fraud litigation. She is licensed in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
New York, West Virginia and Texas (currently inactive).  
Ms. Buba has been involved in asbestos litigation since 1989 
and is a frequent participant in MDL proceedings.

Thomas J. Burns is a partner in the Chicago-area law firm 
of O’Connell Tivin Miller & Burns LLC. He has tried more than 
80 mesothelioma cases to verdict in states across the 
country. Mr. Burns serves as national, regional or local 
counsel for a variety of manufacturers and distributors sued 
in asbestos litigation and routinely consults with other law 
firms regarding medical and scientific issues their clients 
face in the litigation.

John C. Canoni is a partner at Kasowitz Benson Torres & 
Friedman LLP in New York City. His practice focuses on 
complex commercial litigation, with particular emphasis in 
product liability matters. Mr. Canoni serves as national 
coordinating counsel for a number of asbestos defendants.

Lawrence G. Cetrulo, founding partner of Cetrulo & Capone 
LLP in Boston and chair of its product liability and toxic tort 
practice group, is the author of Thomson/West’s Toxic Torts 
Litigation Guide (revised 2009). Mr. Cetrulo serves as 
national coordinating and trial counsel defending claims 
arising from toxic exposures. He serves as asbestos 
defendants’ liaison counsel in Massachusetts and  
Rhode Island. Mr. Cetrulo’s trial experience includes over 150 
trials and dozens of arguments before state and federal 
appellate courts.

Andrew M. Churg, M.D., Ph.D., is a professor in the 
Department of Pathology at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver. He has presented and authored 
papers on a broad range of asbestos-related diseases and 
issues. Dr. Churg is the author of textbooks on lung 
pathology and occupational lung disease. He is a member 
of the U.S.-Canadian Mesothelioma Reference Panel.

Kevin E. Clark is a partner with Lightfoot Franklin & White 
LLC in Birmingham, Alabama. His practice consists of 
general civil defense litigation, with an emphasis on toxic 
torts, product liability, consumer fraud and insurance sales 
practices. Mr. Clark is a member of DRI, the National Bar 
Association, and the Alabama Defense Lawyers Association 
and is a fellow in the Litigation Counsel of America. He is 
currently the vice chair of DRI’s Toxic Torts and 
Environmental Law Committee.

Evelyn Fletcher Davis is a partner at Hawkins Parnell 
Thackson & Young LLP in its Atlanta office. She is one of the 
nation’s leading asbestos, silica, benzene and product 
liability defense lawyers, with a strong presence in the 
Alabama, Florida and Georgia jurisdictions. Ms. Davis is a 
recognized expert in toxic tort litigation and frequent 
speaker on environmental claims and related matters. She 
is the DRI Southeast Regional Director, the chair of DRI’s 
Women in the Law Committee and the program chair of this 
seminar. Ms. Davis is a board member of the Georgia 
Defense Lawyers Association.

Elizabeth Runyan Geise is a partner in the Washington, D.C., 
office of Goodwin Procter LLP. She focuses her practice on 
product liability defense, product liability counseling and 
insurance bad faith claims. Ms. Geise has been involved in 
asbestos litigation for various clients since the early 1980s 
and presently serves as national counsel for a building 
products manufacturer, helping to manage the company’s 
asbestos litigation claims all over the United States.

Catherine E. Goldhaber, a partner at Segal McCambridge 
Singer & Mahoney Ltd. in Chicago, defends product 
manufacturer and premises clients as trial and national 
coordinating counsel through pre-litigation, discovery and 
verdict. Ms. Goldhaber represents clients in toxic tort, 
premises liability, product liability and commercial disputes 
in Illinois and Michigan. She serves on the board for the 
Chicago Bar Foundation and has volunteered as a guardian 
ad litem. Ms. Goldhaber is licensed in Illinois, Michigan, and 
numerous federal courts.
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Samuel P. Hammar, M.D., is the director of Diagnostic 
Specialties Laboratory in Bremerton, Washington. He is 
board certified in anatomic and clinical pathology, 
specializing in lung disease, cancer and related diagnostic 
techniques. For the past 20 years, Dr. Hammar has been 
primarily interested in asbestos-related diseases, especially 
mesothelioma. He conducted extensive research on 
asbestos-related lung disease in conjunction with  
Dr. Ronald F. Dodson and sees asbestos-induced lung 
disease on a regular basis as a pathologist.

William G. Hughson, M.D., Ph.D., is the director of the 
University of California at San Diego Center for Occupational 
& Environmental Medicine. He is board certified in internal 
medicine, pulmonary medicine, and occupational medicine 
and has a Ph.D. degree in epidemiology. His main clinical 
and research interests are in occupational lung diseases.  
Dr. Hughson began an asbestos screening program in 1980, 
and has been actively involved with asbestos-related 
diseases since that time. 

Gabriel A. Jackson is a founding partner of Jackson Jenkins 
Renstrom LLP, a litigation firm with four offices in California, 
Washington and Texas. She has represented defendants in 
toxic tort, product liability and asbestos cases for over 29 
years, trying cases in California, Ohio, West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. She serves as national counsel for 
manufacturers and premises defendants. Ms. Jackson 
frequently contributes to continuing education programs on 
asbestos litigation, law office management and general 
litigation.

Lori Elliott Jarvis is a partner on the litigation, intellectual 
property and antitrust team in the Richmond, Virginia, office 
of Hunton & Williams LLP. Her practice focuses on 
environmental litigation and toxic torts, mass tort litigation 
and class actions, multidistrict litigation, general civil 
litigation and appellate advocacy. Ms. Jarvis has served as 
national and trial counsel for many clients. She is a past 
president of the Virginia State Bar Young Lawyers Conference.

Gail C. Jenkins is a founding member of Jackson Jenkins 
Renstrom LLP in the firm’s Beaumont, Texas, office. Her 
extensive experience includes toxic tort, class actions and 
complex litigation matters. As lead attorney in hundreds of 
such cases nationwide, she tried landmark cases, including 
the country’s first asbestos personal injury class action.  
Ms. Jenkins lectures frequently and is a former board 
member of DRI and the Texas Association of Defense Counsel.

Timothy L. Krippner is a partner at Segal McCambridge 
Singer & Mahoney Ltd. in Chicago. Mr. Krippner represents 
dozens of manufacturers in product liability and toxic tort 
matters throughout the United States. His current 
responsibilities include retention as trial, local, regional and 
national coordinating counsel. Mr. Krippner also has 
considerable experience defending general product liability, 
professional liability, medical malpractice and construction 
matters.

David Craig Landin chairs Hunton & Williams LLP’s national 
business tort and product liability team and resides in its 
Richmond, Virginia, office. His practice focuses on product 
liability, toxic tort, environmental liability and mass tort 
litigation. Mr. Landin has served as national counsel for 
strategic planning and expert witness development in mass 
tort litigation, national coordinating and trial counsel for 
silica related and asbestos mass tort litigation and in 
actions involving claims that lung disease and malignancies 
were caused by particle inhalation. 

Paul M. Lavelle is a partner with Beirne Maynard & Parsons 
LLP in its New Orleans office. Mr. Lavelle practices and has 
extensive trial experience in commercial litigation, product 
liability, insurance law, construction, environmental law and 
general civil litigation. He is vice chair of DRI’s Law Institute, 
a former DRI officer and board member, and past chair of 
DRI’s Technology Committee and its Electronic Discovery 
Task Force. Mr. Lavelle is a member of the Louisiana 
Association of Defense Counsel and past president of the 
Jefferson Bar Association. 

Jill M. Leibold, Ph.D., is a senior trial consultant with 
Litigation Insights’ Los Angeles office. She earned her Ph.D. in 
social psychology, focusing on decision-making, persuasion 
and bias. She has extensive experience in the courtroom and 
all aspects of pretrial jury research. Her litigation experience 
spans a broad spectrum—including asbestos product liability, 
insurance, contracts, patents, personal injury and finance.  
Dr. Leibold has worked on high-profile cases such as Enron 
Broadband and Phillip Spector’s murder trial.

Jeanne F. Loftis is a shareholder with Bullivant Houser 
Bailey PC in Portland, Oregon, and has been trying cases for 
almost 20 years in commercial, catastrophic injury and 
wrongful death matters. Her specialties include asbestos, 
pharmaceutical drugs and employer liability claims.  
Ms. Loftis is president-elect of the Oregon Association of 
Defense Counsel, chair of its Diversity Committee’s 
Employment/Advancement Subcommittee and a member of 
ABOTA. She is a frequent speaker on asbestos litigation, trial 
strategy and emerging torts issues.

William E. Longo, Ph.D., is with Materials Analytical Services 
LLC in Suwanee, Georgia. Dr. Longo has testified as an expert 
in the field of materials science. His work includes conducting 
videotaped studies to evaluate the potential for exposure to 
asbestos from certain products. His studies are used by 
plaintiffs to educate the jury as to what asbestos products 
are, and as to what the potential asbestos exposure from the 
products are in both occupational and household settings.

John B. Manning, a partner with Cooley Manion Jones LLP in 
Boston, represents dozens of companies in litigation 
throughout the country. As national counsel for an 
international products manufacturer, he coordinates the 
defense of more than 200,000 asbestos lawsuits 
nationwide. Mr. Manning has served as an expert witness 
regarding issues in asbestos litigation and has led clients’ 
lobbying efforts to create national asbestos legislation. He 
is licensed to practice in Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
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Raymond H. Modesitt has been a partner with Wilkinson 
Goeller Modesitt Wilkinson & Drummy LLP in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, since 1971. Mr. Modesitt has served as national trial 
counsel for several former manufacturers of asbestos-
containing products since 1978. As such, he has tried cases 
to verdict in over 30 federal and state jurisdictions. He has 
been a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers since 
1989 and has repeatedly been selected as one of Indiana’s 
“Super Lawyers.”

Albert H. Parnell is a nationally recognized trial attorney 
with Hawkins Parnell Thackson & Young LLP in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Charleston, West Virginia. Over the past 30 
years, he defended cases involving environmental claims, 
trying more than 250 cases to verdict in over 25 states.  
Mr. Parnell, an authority on mesothelioma, is frequently 
requested to speak on medical and state-of-the-art issues. 
He is a founding member of DRI’s Law Institute and a 
former member of the DRI Board of Directors. 

R. Thomas Radcliffe, Jr., is a partner in the Baltimore firm 
of DeHay & Elliston LLP. His practice areas include general 
litigation, mass torts, product liability and insurance. He has 
trial experience in California, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Mississippi, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia, Washington, D.C., and West Virginia.  
Mr. Radcliffe maintains a national trial case load and 
actively supervises attorneys in jurisdictions throughout the 
country. Mr. Radcliffe is AV Peer Review Rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell. 

James O. Rasmuson, Ph.D., CIH, works with Chemistry & 
Industrial Hygiene Inc. in Wheat Ridge, Colorado, although 
he serves as a consultant on a national level. Dr. Rasmuson 
is a board certified industrial hygienist with qualifications in 
all aspects of general toxicology (Diplomat of the American 
Board of Toxicology) and analytical chemistry (Ph.D.). His 
expertise includes exposure assessment and risk 
characterization for environmental and occupational health 
and safety hazards in the workplace and community.

Kurt L. Rasmussen, a member of Rasmussen Willis Dickey & 
Moore LLC, is licensed in California and Missouri, and has 
offices in Los Angeles and Kansas City. Mr. Rasmussen has 
practiced in the asbestos field since 1982, trying 33 asbestos 
cases to verdict, including the California Dumin case that 
established the parameters of exposure evidence. He has 
tried cases nationwide, including Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Michigan, New York and Florida. Mr. Rasmussen is board 
certified by the National Board of Trial Advocacy.

Mark D. Sayre is a founding partner of Valorem Law Group 
LLC in Chicago. He is national coordinating and trial counsel 
for equipment and building products manufacturers.  
Mr. Sayre is a nationally recognized trial lawyer, having 
tried a variety of cases in many jurisdictions, including 
California, Louisiana, Pennsylvania and New York. Mr. Sayre 
is admitted to practice in California and Illinois.

David M. Setter, a partner at Forman Perry Watkins Krutz & 
Tardy LLP in Denver, Colorado, specializes in complex and 
multi-district litigation, mass torts, product liability, RICO 
and fraud litigation. Mr. Setter served as examining counsel 
at Daubert  hearings in federal Judge Jack’s MDL 1553 
proceeding for Silica and regarding Michigan asbestos 
experts, as well as in the Owens Corning v. Pitts RICO 
lawsuit. He is a member of DRI’s Toxic Torts and 
Environmental Law Committee and is licensed in Colorado, 
Texas, Michigan and Arkansas.

David A. Speziali is a partner at Speziali Greenwald & 
Hawkins PC in Williamstown, New Jersey. Since 1981, he has 
managed and tried asbestos related claims on behalf of 
dozens of corporate defendants in more than 40 states.  
Mr. Speziali has conducted dozens of training programs and 
lectured across the country. He is the program vice chair of 
this seminar.

Charles A. Weaver III, Ph.D., is a professor of psychology 
and neuroscience at Baylor University in Waco, Texas.  
Dr. Weaver has published extensively in the area of memory 
and cognition over the past 25 years, particularly in the area 
of eyewitness memory. During the past 15 years, he also has 
served as a forensic expert on eyewitness identification in 
numerous civil (primarily asbestos) and criminal cases in 
more than 20 states.

Jennifer A. Whelan, a partner at McGivney & Kluger PC in 
Boston, concentrates her practice on the defense of 
asbestos, toxic tort and product liability cases. Ms. Whelan 
represents a variety of companies and serves as national 
coordinating counsel for a products manufacturer. As 
national counsel, she coordinates the defense of tens of 
thousands of asbestos lawsuits. She has also served as 
defendants’ liaison counsel for Rhode Island asbestos 
litigation. Ms. Whelan is licensed in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island.

H. Lane Young II, a partner with Hawkins Parnell Thackson 
& Young LLP in Atlanta, is one of the nation’s leading 
asbestos defense lawyers, having tried to verdict 
approximately 50 asbestos cases, serving as lead defense 
counsel. Mr. Young has served as lead asbestos trial counsel 
for a number of major corporations. He has tried cases in 
more than 15 states and has recently taken on the 
representation of a major gasket manufacturer.
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